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NIPS
expertly blended,

A8 He made the alar for burnt offering of acacia wood, five
cubits long and five cubits wide—square—and three cubits high.
*He made horns for it on its four corners, the horns being of one
piece wich it and he overlaid it wich copper, *He made all the
utensils of the altar—the pails, the scrapers, the basins, the flesh
hooks, and the fire pans; he made all these utensils of copper.

He made for the altar a grating of mesh-
work in copper, extending below, under ies
ledge, to its middle, "He cast four rings, at
the four corners of the copper grating, as
holders for the poles, *He made the poles
of acacia wood and overlaid them with
copper; "and he inserted the poles into the
nings on the side walls of the altar, to carry
it by them. He made it hollow, of boards.
He made the laver of copper and its
stand of copper, from the mirrors of the
women who performed tasks at the en-
wance of the Tent of Meeting, — *

RASHI  38:7 Hollow, of boards, There
were boards of acacia wood on all four
sides, with an empty space in the middle.
8 From the mirrors of the women who
performed tasks. The [sraclite women had
mirrors that they wused when they were
adorning themselves. But they did not hesi-
tatz to bring even these as contributions 1o
the Tabernacle, Moses spurned them as
having been made for the purposes of the
evil inclination. The Holy One told him:
Accept them! They are more precious to Me
than all the rest. For by means of them the
women produced vast armies of Israelites
in Egypt. [D] When their husbands were
exhausted from the ruthless toll imposed on
them by the Egyptlans, they would take
them something to ear and drink, and would

the sacred anointing oil and the pure aromatic incense,
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OJPS  made the haly ancinting cil, and the pure incense o

sweet spices, after the art of the perfumer.
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bring along the mirrors. Each of them would look at herself and her husband in the mirror,
and entice him, saying, “I'm better looking than you are!” In this way they would arouse
their husbands’ desire and have relations with them, conceive, and bear children: “Under
the apple tree I roused you" (Song 8:5). So the words of our verse can also be translated:
"By means of the mirrors, the women made armies!”

The laver was made from these mirrors because of Its role in maintaining peace he-
tween a husband and his wife. For it is from the water in this laver that the woman who is

D] The women who "performed tasks” (Lzov's) are here understood 1o he women whe produced armies (tzeaal).

NAHMANIDES

says) it was to be expertly blended. The details of its making also

did not need to be given, since this was left to the expertise of the perfumers.

38:8 The mirrors of the women. The point of the midrash given by Rashi is that, in every aspect of the construction of the Tabet
nacle, the women's jewelry was accepted for use, even the kumazim, which (according to the midrash cited by Rashi) were somethin
shameful. (See his comment, and mine, to 35:22.) But the jewelry was lumped together with all the rest of the contributions for th
Tabernacle. Moses had no intention of making some particular object with the jewelry devoted to the evil inclination until specificall
instructed by the Almighty to do so. Who performed tasks at the entrance of the Tent of Meeting. 1 do not know how this is to b
explained. It may mean that the women brought this particular gift to Moses’ tent (which “was called the Tent of Meeting,” 33:7), and h
was told by a divine communication to accept it—Ffor the tent of the Tabemacle had not been made yet. Onkelos translates the phrase a

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS

38 And he made the altar of burnt-offering of acacia-wood
five cuhits was the length thercof, and five cubits the breacltt
thereof, four-square, and three cubits the height thereof. 2And h
made the horns thereof upon the four corners of it; the horn
thereof were of one piece with 1t; and he overlaid it with brass
*And he made all the vessels of the altar, the pots, and the

shovels, and the basins, the flesh-hooks
and the fire-pans; all the vessels thereo
made he of brass. 4And he made for th
altar a grating of neowork of brass, unde
the ledge round it beneath, reaching half
way up. *And he cast four rings for th
four ends of the grating of brass, w he
holders for the staves. $And he made the
staves of acacid-wood, and overlaid then
with brass. "And he put the staves into
rings on the sides of the altar, wherewith «
bear it; he made it hollow with planks,

#And he made the laver of brass, and th
base thereof of brass, of the mirrors of the
serving women that did service at the doo
of the tent of meeting.

IBN EZRA  are mentioned together he
cause both contain spices.

38:8 The laver. lts dimensions are no
given, as are those of the lavers built by Solo
mon. It was simply made of as much coppe
as all the mirrars that were brought. The
stand. Naturally this was made of the cor
rect size (o fil the laver. The mirrors of th
women who performed tasks. These wen
the skillful women who spun the five types o
cloth previously mentioned. Or it may refe
Lo the women who came regularly (o pray a
the tent, and to study the commandments
They had abandoned all the vanities of th
world; hence they gave up their mirrors
which they no longer needed. For ondinaril
wormen have no other occupation than o
beautify their faces every morning in coppe
or glass mirrors, and to arrange their hat
{see lsa. 3:20). For the customs of Israe
were the same as those preserved to this da-
in Islamic countries. The verb does no
mean “to perform tasks,” but “to show up I
armies,” for there were s0 many of them.

38:8 From the mirrors of the women. Rather, "in the sight of the women” (because the wives ¢

jealous husbands would be tested with the water from this laver). The laver was “in their sight” because, though it was berween the Ten
and the altar, it was not in a straight line with them, but shifted slightly to the north (Bekhar Shor). Who performed tasks at th
entrance of the Tent of Meeting. They crowded at the entrance 1o pray and to hear the priests and Levites praise the Holy On
(Hizkuni). To hear the words of the living God, as described in 33:7, “whoever sought the LorRD would 2o out to the Tent of Meeting tha

was outside the camp” (Sfomo),



MNIPS *He made the enclosure:
On the south side, a hundred cubies

twisted linen for the enclosure—"with their twenty posts and
their twenty sockets of copper, the hooks and bands of the posts

being silver.

"0n the north side, a hundred cubits—with their twenty
pasts and their owenty sockets of copper, the hooks and bands of

the posts being silver,

BOn the west side, fifty cubis of
hangings—with their ten posts and their
ten sockets, the hooks and bands of the
posts being silver,

PAnd on the front side, to the east, ffty
cubits: Yhfteen cubits of hangings on the
one Hank, with their three posts and their
three sockets, "fand fifteen cnbits of
hangings on the other Aank—on each side
of the pate of the enclosure—with their
three posts and thejr three sockets,

ANL the hangings around the enclosure

were of fine raisted linen. "The cockets

for the posts were of copper, the hooks and
bands of the posts were of silver, the
overlay of their tops was of silver; all the
posts of the enclosure were banded with
silver—"The screen of the gate of the
enclosure, done i embroidery, was of
blue, purple, and crimson yarns, and fine
rwisted linen. Te was twenty cubits long, Trs
height—or width—was five cubits, like
that of the hangings of the enclosure,
¥The posts were four; their four sockers
were of copper, their hooks of silver; and
the overlay of their tops was of silver, as
were also their bands —2All the pegs of
the Tabernacle and of the enclosure round
abour were of copper.

RASHI suspected by her jealous hus-
band, because she has been alone with
another man, drinks to prove her innocence,
You can be sure that the word means "mit-
rors" here, and not “visions” or “appear-
ances” as it sometimes does elsewhere.
For the laver and stand are not mentioned
among the items made from the 70 talents
of copper mentioned in vy, 29-30; as
E. Tanhuma points out, they must have
come from this separate contribution of
actual copper. OIPS translates more literally:

that its height was the same.

NAHMANIDES

orrs

of hangings of fine
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*And he made the court;

for the south side southward the hangings of the court were
of fine twined linen, a hondred cubits. "Their pillars were
twenty, and their sockets twenty, of brass; the hooks of the pillars

and their fillets were of silver.
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""And for the north side a hundred cubits, their pillars rwenty,
and their sockets twenty, of brass; the hooks of the pillars and
their fillets of silver.

2And for the west side were hangings
of fifty cubits, their pillars ten, and their
sockets ten; the hooks of the pillars and
their fillets of silver.

BAnd for the east side eastward fifty
cubits. ¥The hangings for the one side [of
the gate] were fifieen cubits; their pillars
three, and their sockets three. ®And so for
the other side; on this hand and that hand
by the gate of the court were hangings of
fifteen cubits; their pillars three, and their
sockets three,

BAIl the hangings of the court round
about were of fine twined linen. "And the
sackets for the pillars were of brass; the
hooks af the pillars and their fillets of sil-
ver; and the overlaving of their capitals of
silver; and all the pillars of the court were
filleted with silver ¥And the screen for
the gate of the court was the work of the
weaver in colors, of blue, and purple, and
scarlet, and fine twined linen; and twency
cubits was the length, and the heightin the
breadth was five cubits, answerable o the
hangings of the court. "And their pillars
were four, and their sockets four, of brass;
their hooks of silver, and the overlaving of
thetr capitals and their fllets of silver
*And all the pins of the tabernacle, and of
the court round about, were of brass:

IEN EZRA 18 It was twenty cubits
long. For the hangings on either side to-
taled 30 cubits, leaving a breadth of 20
in between, the length of “the gate of the
enclosure” and therefore of the screen. Its
height—or width—. The breadth of this
20-cubit long screen—that is, its height
when set In place—was five cubits.

“the serving women that did service,” burt the Hebrew word is the particular word used for
the armed services. The implication is that the women came in armies to bring these mirrors as their special contribution.
18 Like that of the hangings of the enclosure. “Answerable to the hangings” (OIPS), but (as NIPS correctly implies) the meaning is

"the women who came to pray” and so forth, which lends some credence to the explanation of Ibn Ezra, who says

that they came there each day to pray and to study the commandments. It may also be part of the straightforward meaning of the text to
say that it was a vast "army” of women who gathered at the tent to give their mirrors, voluntarily. [D] The copper of the mimors was
burnished and quite lovely, which was why it was specially set aside right from the start for the laver and its stand, When the women saw
this, they trooped in army after army, so that all of them could have their mirrors made into the laver and the stand. It is also correct to say
that they understood right from the start that this laver would be used to test the women who were suspected of adultery, [E] and they
accepted this jovfully and volunteered to bring all of their mirrors for this purpose.

[D] The women who “performed tasks” {[xav'e) wene an "army"' ([ztm)

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS

name} on which sacrifices were hung to be flayed (Kimhil.

1E] Sme Mumbers 5and Rashi's commeant (8 our verge,

10 The hooks and bands of the posts. The hooks were pegs in the shape of the letter 1 (hence the
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