Fences:

Look at each of these images of a fence. Stand up for a moment.

Push against any of these fences. What does it feel like to be inside or
outside the fence in each instance? For what purpose do you think
this fence was designed? Imagine yourself pressing up against the
fence from the inside? Imagine yourself pressing up against the fence
from the outside? What’s the difference between the two
experiences?

MAKE A FENCE AROUND YOUR WORDS (Pirke Avot)

Fence in Everyday Experience and Language

Enter not into the path of the wicked...Avoid it, pass not by it; turn
from it and pass on (Prov :14-15) . Rabbi Ashi said: The verse may
be illustrated by the parable of a man who guards an orchard. If he
guards it from without , the entire orchard is protected; but if he
guards it from within, only the part in front of him is protected, while
the part behind him is not protected”

Sefer Aggadah, Bialik and Ravnitsky




Rank these in order of which you think would be the most important
example of positively creating a “fence” around a habit. 1 would be
the most productive use of a fence and 6 the least productive. Explain
why you ranked the examples the way you did.

. Completing an assignment two days before itisdue
Saying nothing rather than something bad

Stop eating before you are full

. Exercise for 30 minutes a day even though doctor says 25 is

R

enough_
5. Don’t read the morning paper because you know it will give you
indigestion

6 .No dating someone who is “interesting” but has a bad reputation_

Enter not into the path of the wicked...Avoid it, pass not by it; turn
from it and pass on (Prov :14-15) . Rabbi Ashi said: The verse may
be illustrated by the parable of a man who guards an orchard. If he
guards it from without , the entire orchard is protected; but if he
guards it from within, only the part in front of him is protected, while
the part behind him is not protected”

Sefer Aggadah, Bialik and Ravnitsky
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N Mow Maomi had a kinsman on her hus-
band's side, 2 man of substance, of the family
of Elimelech, whose name was Braz.

ZRuth the Moabite said to Naomi,
like to go to the fields and glean among the ears
of grain, behind someone who may show me
kindness.” “Yes, daughter, go,” she replied;
fand off she went. She came and gleaned in a
field, behind the reapers; and, as luck would
have it, it was the piece of land belonging to
Boaz, who was of Elimelech’s family.

Presently Boaz arrived from Bethlehem, He
greeted the reapers, “The Lorp be with you!”
And they responded, “The Loxw bless you!”
SBoaz said to the servant who was in charge of
the reapers, “Whose girl is that?” §The servant
in charge of the reapers replied, “She is a
Moabite girl who came bacl with Naomi from
the country of Moab. ?She said, 'Please let me
glean and gathet among the sheaves behind the
reapers.’ She has been on her feer ever since she
came this morning. #She has rested but little
ini the hut,"-

#Boaz sald to Ruth, 'Listen to me, daugh-
ter. Don't go to glean in another field. Don't
go elsewhere, hut stay here close to-my girls.
fKeep vour eyes on the field they are reaping,
and follow them. I have ordered the men not
1o molest you, And when you are thirsty, go to
the jars and drink some of [the water] that the
men have drawn.”

105he prostrated herself with her face to the
ground, and said to him, “Why are you so kind
as to single me out, when I am a foreigner?”

1Bpaz said in reply, “I have been terlel o all
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ters! Why should you go with me? Have I any
m more sons in my body who might be husbands
for you? 12Turn back, my daughters, for I am
_n._u old to be married. Even if I thought there
Was hope for me, even if | were married tonight
and [ also bore soms, Bshould you wait for them
to grow up? Should you on their account debar
. .:E_..._.._.mu from marriage? Oh no, my daugh-
ers] My lot is far more bitter than yours, mﬁ
ihe hand of the Loro has struck out against me.”
| 4They broke into weeping again, and Orpah
issed her mother-in- _ui farewell. But H:...r
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be my people, and your God my God.
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“The
Woarld A Moment Later” by Amir Guifreund
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When

| was a child | had a beloved uncle who
brought

gifts every time he visited. One day he gave
me a little compass and tsught me how to find
the north. | fook the ccmpass with me
everywhere | went, and te first thing | did was
find out where the norih was. In every place
the needle showed the norin. At schoaol,

in the playground, in my room. in Father's
store. On his next visil my uncle asked me a
riddle: If you stand right st the north pole,
where will the needle point?

His
question stumpes me. and he reiscted every
answer | could think of. Then he told me:

There, in the norih pole. the needie will go
mad.

It will point up. dewn. sicaways. every which
way. The compass is good for

showing

the north in every place on E
the north fiself.

That

is what my uncle said. And the moral?

How

easy was Zionism when all it consisted of was
longings for Zion. In gll the

comers

of the Diaspora. in Poland and Russia and
Yemen and Moroceo, the needle

poinisc

the way. showed us what must be done. But
from ths moment we came here, to

Zion,

the needle went mad.
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_“\Swm and as makers of designs. 1Let, then, . .
") Bezalel and Oholiab and all the skilled | 931 k5T SK7Ya Ty J"U

persons whom the Lorp has endowed with skill c T ) J.Ez u._u oo WK

and mE::..H. perform expertly all the tasks con- : ._._E_ﬂ_u H.ﬁu_u r_ﬁlﬁ_, JH_n:._.,__ Than
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1. And Bezalel and Oholiab shall work, AT TR 550 U nany nakde
and every wise-hearted man, in whom :5

Lorp hath put wisdom and ::maamﬂm:a_:m

to know how to work all the work for the -

service of the sanctuary, according to all J

Emﬁ the homc r.ﬁ: noEEmnana ’ |

So are Betzalel and Oholiav to make,

and every man wise of mind

in whom YHwH has put wisdom and &mnmﬂnanun

to know (how) to make all the work for the service of
(constructing) the Holy-Shrine

for all that YHwH has commanded.




We frequently become so absorbed in other
aims that we lose sight of the larger goal. Here
the Sabbath comes to our aid.

An artist cannot be continually yielding his
brush. He must stop at times and step back to
view the canvas he is painting.

Living is also an art. We dare not become so
absorbed in the mechanical processes we lose
our consciousness of an overall plan. The
Sabbath represents those moments when we
stop our brush work in order to renew our vision
of the canvas.

Mordecai Kaplan, The Meaning of God in

Modern Jewish Religion




