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Aaron and all the chieftains in the arsemibly
perirtied o i, asd Boses spose (o them

RASHI 29 SoMoses came down from
Mount Sinai. When he hroaght dewn the
second set of wablets, on the Day o1 Arohe-
mient, Wis radiant, The verib ko is
elated 1o the wond keren. “hom.” Far the
fight rediated fram his fage th homlike rys.
And whate did Moses et these "horma" of
malesty? Our Sages say he got them when
b Wi hldeden nn the cave [n the rocks when
the Holy One put His hand over Moses
face: “1 will pus you In a-chell of the rock and
shield vou with My hand untl 1 have passed
By (3323 i

30 They shrank from coming near
Wim, Come sce how great is the power of
nansgression. Before they had put forth
thielr hands to tramsgress, what doss it say?
~The Presence of the LokD appeared In the
sight of the Israclites a5 a consuming e
(240171 Yet they had o fear and did not
tretible. But once they had made the
GoMen Call, they recodled trembling even
from Moses® radiance,

11 All the chieftains in the assembly.
The expression 1s similar

Sy Mo came down Fsn Mount Stnas. And as
Kianes carne daws from the mosotan beanng the two abilets of
dhe e, Motes was (ua aware that the skin of his fice was
radiant. since be lsd spoken with Him, ®Aaron and all the
[araeliees saw that the skan of Moses” fce was
chrank fros coming near him. YBu Moses o

ta “all the chieftains of the assembly.”
the asserbly, but rerumed (with Aaron] scpiaratzly
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ARAHBANEL'S QUESTINS * Wit weag Damd s
e i peeinmmsg the mincs By whafy the el
o Meney Dice wan msde eadiaon (v THF & What
oty wa ghe e of B “radaneet & Wiy dnl
Phils bapen ey Wi dmly st and o az the oringindl
yivisng of the Thialy er wlem Motes wak green e Fored
et of oblrs? + Why dos v, 29 pepeat "5o Mo
Carmn o™ and "Ra Miosey ganes iown 7 4 Why
e chi it e diescribe B Masen’ S ecsng
padart, ratheer then intraducing & merdy by s
oy that Mokes wey o sware ol i o Wiy Socs
thie et aiy Char Bles’ G v wadlans “safafle e
calkeed iy i (CIfPS), whien it waa raillas ald
e spie? ® Fiow sould bEnsm met be pwars of din
radante? * Wity srale “Siara| wd ol this ¢ basFiuing”
g abraid o e redanee?

They were nol actualhy m
trom the reim of the peopie. Moses

spoke 1o them. He gpoks (0 them the mesdge with which he hud been sent by God. This

while passage |s to be undersinos mol I the past, bt in

wolid speak to theny” and se forth,

NAHMANIDES writing as on the ors”

the repetitive (RS "hSases

From the fact thit Mascs says “the same

writing,” we knaw that the sesond set (oo Was ~inzcribed with the fnges of God* (31:18).

S 1 will ingerie™ (v, 1) must mzan izl
“finper” from that of "the hand.” JA]

My finger” And you know the meaning ol

31 Moses spoke to them. Fashl's comment i nol correst. What the text 1 siying. as
the translations have it, is that the people fled from him in fear when they saw the radiance
ol his face (perhaps they thought that the Prefence or the angels wers with himk but
Aaron and the chicltains came back and Moses reassured them, giving them the good

riews about the fongiveness of their lniquity and the tablets thas

hie had browght down.

Gince all the rest of the people saw that he was tatking with the chicitains, they all "came
near- (v 32), and “he gave them in commandmens all that the Lore hasd spoken with
him i Mount Siaal” (O]PS). That i, the second set of the Ten Commmandinents that He
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wiere undimmed and his vigor unabated” (Deit, 3471 At

30 They shrank from coming mear him,

Far v, 31 tells us that they “meturnad to him.
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ADDITIONAL COMMENTS

29 By Sloses came down, On Tuesday, the
made (gee Tt 10:3) 10 keep the tablets in unsil the Tabermacle was sef up on the 1% of Nisn and they could be put in

i

ARG 1t caime o pass, when Ploges came dowm From
s Saisd with the oo ables of the witumony w Mooy’
hand, when he came down from the mount, that Moses kenew
et that the skin of his Bee 1eat forch bears while He alked
with him. ®and when Aaron and al| dee children of [arael saw
Moaes, behold, the akin of bt Bce sent forth bearm; and they

were arnd o Ccome T ghim. "tAnd

fqacs ealled wnto thior, and Adrody and
all the rulers of the congrepason regurmed
wpny limg sd Maoged 1|h1h.’ tey  nhians

RASHBAM 20 The skin of his Fae
was radiant.  This indicates majesly, as in
“1t {n @ bellliand Vight which gives off ryi on
every side—and therein His glory & envek
oped” (Hab. 3:4), Amyone whi, because the
verb keron sounds like Benen, the word foe
“histn.~ takes it 1o mean that Hloses had
boms 5 nithing but a fool, Fot there ape
mary roots in Biblkal Hebrew thas have two
separate sets of meaningd. Menghem [bn
Sanug the kexicographer explains the word
as [ da

M EZRA.  writhng- The Second and
Fourth Commandments are compamtively
long. while the Sixth. Seventh, amd Elghth
are quite shoet- [K] L think the {ull text ms
have taken Both sikdep to write, and it was
God's words, the Exodus 20 version, thar
was written there. (In my commentary o
Deuteranomy 5 1 will expidin all the differ-
enced in that version.) But pessibly the text
weag written twice. once oneach side—both
of them the Exodus 20 version. “inscribed
o1 (he one side and on the ather™ 13215
would thus mean that both sides were o
actly equal -

20 The skin of his face was madiant
spadiant” depives from the neal maaning
“hom™ Similarly, In “It is = briliant 155t
which glves ofl mys on every awde” (Hal
T:4), the "ravs” are lverally "rarns.” but the
poctic paraliellsm of the rwo halves of
verse shows that "rays” are meant. Hiw
{that transgreasos, may his bores crumbket)
thimis Moses” fage was as dey as "hatn"
because he had nat eaten, and that ks why
the people shrank [ram him. But why
watlkdn't Moses have kept the yell perma:
nendly over his face Il that wan so! [dn's
i read that “Moses wits @ hundred and
pwenty years oid when he died; his ey

his point In thie story. he is only B9, and his face was cerialnly not “dry.”
liieeal here, but NIPS has the correct senais they actually rotpeated fnorm him

of Tlahrel. What Tn riishg b is the ark shat Mase

the Ark mads b

fuezate] (Hizkuni). The skin of his face was radiamy. From thes glow of God's hand covering the caive e wits in. The radiance als sonw

to prove that this set of tablets was divimeby pivan;

puide inielbgence, with e material body. The

higher trisths {Gersonidest. In the course of mature, ons wintld

God mnde suse that his skin wis as bright as

31 Moses called o them. When they e

chat of anyone else, and even more &0

it was noE necessarny for the Ars w21, which was given pcklicly (Higkuni). As § b vzt
“face” implies the matertal fomm, which separates and screens the
gxpact his skin o have darkened, from hunger and
(Abarbanch).

canizad his voloe, they realized char if was he, nat an anged {Higloun|}

r

human o fom th
froam the weather, B
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on Mownt S YAnd when Moy had
finizhied speabanz with them, be put a el
wer his e,

#Whenever Moses went In before die
Lonn to speak wich Him, he would eave

RASH]  5xAdterward all the Isviclites
came near. After he had taught the aldery,
he wold repent e passage o the law amnd
teach it toohe Ismelites Our Sakes taushil:
What was the sehedule of insimection?
bloses would learn from the mowth of the
Almighty. Aaren woukd come [nfg the fent,
and Miosss would 1zach Rim hls lesson,
Aaran would move aeide and gt ar Mosag
fede. M8 soen would come tn, and Moaia
veould - t=ach them their lessom; then Gy
wisuld mowe agkde, Eleazor sining ar Moses'
flght, and Ithamar at Azron's left. The eiders
would come In Moses woull teach tham

AfRerward all e Tirselices came siear, and be ine-
srrczed] tham COMSETIERE all ehaae the Lo had :rrq:l.rr.eﬂ oy lriem
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ARARBANEL'E (UESTHIMNG & Wiy ikl L P
el Mersny and e chisfains firm, and the baelies
ordy “aSrrvard” (v 320 ifall were eally wfraiil o
R ¥ o B Ul iy el Rlasss” Laga oo be padlass liow
ol hderss oy o comceall icie 313) By potirz 3 vl
et s Gk & Since Moars il oo weisd -2at vl
e e e bin weithy Ciead! o weidy rhie L e,
whal wis the pont of pucing it on when b e b=y
LT

their kessos. and they would move 1o sl on the sides. Then all the rest of the psoplz would
come In. amd Moses would teach them thelr lzsson. In this way, the whole would
hear [t once, the alders twice, Aaron's song theee tmes; and Aaron four times [(Seg B Er.
54k, which goes on to sty that Mosey would kave, after which Aaren would teach and
then Jeave, and 30 forth sl each group had Beard the lesson four times.)

33 He put a veil over his face. Onkelos gives us the meaning of the word translated
“yell," for It 18 an Aramalc word. [ Kol 804 s an Aramale vesds from this mot by mean
"look;” and here too the “veil™ is a garment that covers the foce and the eyes. Mosss put
the vell vver his bice on account of the homs ol majesty that redlsted from 13, so that they
wondd ot feast their eyes on them. He semovned the veil when he was speaking with lszael.
and also while God was communicating with felns,

34 He would leave the veil off until he came out. Hz would come our leaving his
[ace urvelled wntil alter b had told the Tsraelites what be had been eommanded and
they could see the homs of majesty radiating from his facs

NAHMANIDES  had ghven him, and evervthing from e | 1-26: Moses todd them thar
Giod had commancded him to make a new dovenand with them on Huese terma. but the text
eteribes this only briefly, in general tems;

33 He put a vell over his fisce. Forhe had noticed the sadlance when he came back—
or perhaps someone mentonsd (o him

hnd aftereand all the childeen of lseael came miggh, sesl
be gave them ncomrmandmene all that the Losly led spoten

with hirm in moung Sine WA when
doess had done speabane with them, he
pust 2 veil on his face

“hot when Moges went m belore the
Lo that He might speak with him, he

RASHBAM 52 All that the Lonn had
imparted to him on AMount Sinsi. Beforz
the Golden Calf incidens. The mierence 5 W
chs. 2531, a5 well a5 10 the coimmendments
in shis chapter, vy, 12-26,

13 Aovell, The v In thils wissd prasalt

48 Indeed part of the root, [wst like the v in

sulal, “his robe” (Geno 39 —=but iese
ire rwo separare oo and two different
garments. In (he latter word, the £l also o
roat lether: That B how Theish b Labeaz
explaing them, and his explanation maken
sense. |G)

34=35 He would leave the well nﬂ
and spesk to the [ersefltes. with his face

1] Liksi Mesatwin B Gaiiig dombteginly mi ogiaghen
PetlE B Al 0 i LR | T

IBN EZRA 32 He Instructed them
concerning all that the Lorp had im-
perted 1o hlm. The ferms of the cove.
nant: vy | I=28. For Mosss may have never
ghety them the instuctions In 23:13-19,
because ke found them oocupied with the
Giolden Calf,

3% A vell. We understand what the
wirrd piieand froem the way I Is used In this
context. The "robe" of “Hiz mbe in bleod
of grapes™ (Gen. 4%:11) k& etymologically
retated, Many people are of the J:lpinl-:lrf"l
that Moges put the veil aver his face because
of his ol In-juedging the peopie. He was
affaid that those who appeared before Him
woltld be so deared by the glow of his fade

that they would forget what they had
ingenided to iy He would take it ofl whan
he went e the Holy of Holies. for there
wias nd Aced foe 18 thers, When he came oul,
he would kave his face uncoviered until he
had finlshad speaking evanvthing that God had 1old him 1o comasand taeael. Bus bn my opinlon this is not coreect. Moses’ face radianed
|sght when God spoke with him. We knew from the faet thar “all the lsraelices came near” [v. 313 that, even i those who saw him were
afraid i first, ther fear lelt them, Now the radlance of Modes' face was continually restiored from the glow of the Glory of the Mresence
whert Gad spoke with him. This is why he lzlt off the veil when he went into tee Tenr of Meeting—to get the Bofit, He would come out and
fell fucaied whian be had been coimmandsd, and the radiinee wits @ reliable witness that God Wad indeed sposen with him. The fight from
his face would stay alf the while he was speaking with them, bur then he would pur the vell Back over his face so that the eyes of the
ignorant shiubd mot see that the Hght wisuld then depart, and his face would returm 5o it ondinary state. Il you read the passage cansially,
you will see this Some think that “His eyes were undimmed amd his vigor unabated” (Deut 347} attests ta the fact that the rudidnde
remained canstant, but it reafly bt dothing to dio'with It You should realize that me prophet ever esthibited a preater wonader than this,
For eveiry marvel that God ereated to confism 4 prophecy actially gocurred 1o sameone ather than the prophet, and only once. But this
aoouTres fo Moses himsell sl thmas without numes, [L] Blessed is He wha chose Mosss amd placsd His holv spiric within him

i b e st ey i o i with Sasdlas eamrmian| e he BhD e ) Ui’ [mod ST P TR T

4 Whenever Moses went in. After having described the events af that particular
day, the il ninw (a8 the rranslatons say) swinches 10 the repetitive verbs, 1o k21 us know
thar this &5 how he behaved throughout this period.

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS 33 He put a vell over his face, That 15 be tried 19 nedtore the tasrier betwesn him and the higher
workd leng encugh s thar he could speak with [srael, This T8 the. planacle of miraculousness. For anyane else, i vould be dilficult o
withdraw e this wodd of the spint; for Moses, [ wad diffcult mo to. We hone it Henved Tound someihing ke this Tn ourseives. thl B wad
difncull 20 péstniin oue tholghts from higher things: even when sating, driaking, or charting wich friends. [t is this that enabled ue to
rederstand s pusssge—drsplie the facr thad e differecs etween thene two kinds of contemplation 18 a0 uread. I Ib wazre & biesal vl 'H
(here would be my need o remove it when he receboed: prophecy [Gersonides)




EXODUS 3430 -3 HELTISA
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Moy woald then pur the veil back over
his face unnl he wedt i o speakt wath i,

EASH] 35 The lsraclites would sec
how radiant the skin of Moses' face
was. When he left them, Moses would ...
put the vell back over his face until he
went in to speak with Him. When he
went in to speak with Him, ke would tase
ghiz el adl again

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS 35 fMoses

3429

the wetl afF il Lee eaene @y, and wheii be come ait
anvd 1okl the [raslites what be had been comemandsd, e 5=
raelines wouldl see how radiant the skin of Mo tace was
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waobt the veil off vatdl he came out; and he came
aur and spoke unto the children of birael thac which he wa
commianded, YWAnd the children of Tsmel sow the face ol

Mosss, that the skin of Mases® face senl
facth beama: and Moses put the veil back
ipoa his Bee, unt] he went-in w0 speak
with Hit

RASEDAM wncowered, what he had
been commanded, Then he waousd cover
his [ace again until he went In to speak
with the Shekhiaah, when he would un:
cover It agaln.

312

would then put the veil back over hiy face. 50 that they should not get ussd 10 the
radiarce snd bagin 1o think it ordinary (Hizkuni).
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Miosss came down from Mounk Sinai with the two Tablets of
Testimony in his hand, As Moses descended from the toun-
tain he did not realize that the skin of his face had become
radiant when [God] had spoken 1o him.

Mases descended from Mount Sinai bringlng the second Tablets on

Yom Kippur, as we shall explain.®

Moses did not know that his face had become radiant when Cod
spoke to him. This happened when Moses was in the cave and God

passed before him (34,6} From this, Moses' Face shined very brightly

with a radiant gleam.*

Some say that Moses recelved this radiance on hls face when he ook
the second Tablets from Cod's Hands, The distance between God's
"Hands" and Moses” hands was only two handbreadths, We explained
eatler that the Tablets wete six handbreadths by six handbreadths. God
teld vwo handbreadihs in His “Hand” and Moses hield twie hand-
breadihs in his hand. Therefore the distance between Goid's “Hands™”
and those of Maoses was unl:r' s handbrasdthe. [t veas from this close-

ness that Moses received the great light on his fage

Others say that Moses received this light from the sparks that sman-

aled from God when He taught him the Torah.

Soms say that Moses had this lumination ever since he was barn
This light came from the light that God made during the six days of crea-
tion. This was an extremely brilliant kght {25 is explainad in the Portion

nf Merealuiti)

God revealed this light to Adam, sl
the world 1o the other. He also revealsd i
l'-'.irrg David said, “"How great is i G
for those who fear You'" (Pralms 31:20)
vas 60,075 times as bright as the sun |
the great reward that i put aside for the

Moses had this great light when hy
lived with Pharaoh he lost it God did n
on Mouwnt Sinaiand received the Torah.
lets this light returned o him. This was
face upon which Il was impossible for

God granted this to Moses to tescl
from Him, and that He has the power
world and to go sgainst the laws of ma
vats and drinks much his face glows, W1
fFace becomes dull. However, MMoses’
From his many fasts [t iz true that he §
three times, but his face became more
peaple could not ook at it and they we

From this we also learn the greatnss:
bound himself so close o God that he e

became completsly spirimual. Tals wad §
being had ever achieved

Moses had such great attachment to!
that he did oot even sealize that his b
fore says, “Moses did not even know i
when God had spoken 10 him' Mow
radiance becausa ~Caod had spoen 1 b
solf so deeply (n the esachings that be o

Moses' Face gave off the light of many lamps. IF Moses was inside s
room he would (luminate an entire house very well

With this light it was possible to sze from one end of the woild to the
ather. One could see oven the smallest things through thar light, This
wasa pure. refined light and it could be used to see what was happening
from one end ab the world to the ather

However, Gad saw that people would be wicked and evil He saw the
peaple of the generation of the Hood and the generation of separalion
{when the Tower of Babel was made] God therefore set aside this light
tar the richteous bn the Warld o Come
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Cad revested this light to Adam, allowing him to see fram one end of
the world to the other. He also cevealed it o King David. In describing i
King David said, ""How great is Your Good that You have hidden away
for those who fear You'* (Psalms 31:20) King David saw that this light
was 60,075 times as btight a8 the sun. He praised and ihankad Gaod for
the great ceward that is put aside For the righteous in the World to Conie.
Moses had this great light when he was botn, However, when he
lived with Pharach ke lostit God did not return it to him until ke stood
on Mount Sinal and received the Torsh. When Muoses looked at the Tab-
lets this light returned to him. This was the brilliant radiance of Moses
face upon which it was impossible For a human being to gaze®
God granted this to Moses fo teach people that evesything comes
from Him, and that He has the power to change the directlon of the
woeld and to go against the laws of nature. Normally, when a person
sats and drinks much his face ghows. When he doet not eat and drink his
face becomes dull. However, Moses face did nat become dark and dull
From his many fasts. [ is wue that he Fasted For forty consecutive dayn
three times, but his face became mare cadiant. It became so radiant that
people could nal Jook ati and they were afrsid to come close ta him
Erom this we alsa learn the greatness and haliness of Moses He had
bound himself so close 10 God that he reached the level of the angels and

became campielely spliitual This was something that no othes hunuan

being had ovet achioved.
bAoses had such great attachiment to Cad and immersion in the Torah

that he did not even realize that his Face was shining. The Torzh theie-
fare says, “Moses did not even Lo that his Face had become radiant
when Gad had spoken to him.” Moses was not aware of hiv face's
sadiance because ~ God had spoken to him, " Moses had immersed him-
welf w0 deeply In the trachings that he wae not aware of his gwn selb!




