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Moses came down from Mount Sinai with the two Tablets of
Testimony in his hand. As Moses descended from the moun-
tain he did not realize that the skin of his face had become
radiant when [God] had spoken to him.

Moses descended from Mount Sinai bringing the second Tablets on
Yom Kippur, as we shall explain.2¢

Moses did not know that his face had become radiant when God
spoke to him. This happened when Moses was in the cave and God
passed before him (34:6). From this, Moses’ face shined very brightly
with a radiant gleam.?”

Some say that Moses received this radiance on his face when he took
the second Tablets from God's Hands. The distance between God's
“Hands"” and Moses’ hands was only two handbreadths. We explained
earlier that the Tablets were six handbreadths by six handbreadths. God
held two handbreadths in His “Hand” and Moses held two hand-
__breadths in his hand. Therefore the distance between God’s “Hands’

and those of Moses was only two handbreadths. It was from this close-
ness that Moses received the great light on his face.?

Others say that Moses received this light from the sparks that eman-
ated from God when He taught him the Torah.>

Some say that Moses had this illumination ever since he was born,
This light came from the light that God made during the six days of crea-
tion. This was an extremely brilliant light (as is explained in the Portion
of Bereshith).

Moses’ face gave off the light of many lamps. If Moses was inside a
room he would illuminate an entire house very well.

With this light it was possible to see from one end of the world to the
other. One could see even the smallest things through that light. This
was a pure, refined light and it could be used to see what was happening
from one end of the world to the other.




Cod granted this to Moses to teach people that everything comes
from Him, and that He has the power to change the direction of the
world and to go against the laws of nature. Normally, when a person
cats and drinks much his face glows. When he does not eat and drink his
face becomes dull. However, Moses’ face did not become dark and dull
from his many fasts. It is true that he fasted for forty consecutive days
three times, but his face became more radiant. It became so radiant that
people could not look at it and they were afraid to come close to him.

From this we also learn the greatness and holiness of Moses. He had
bound himself so close to God that he reached the level of the angels and
became completely spiritual. This was something that no other human
being had ever achieved.

Moses had such great attachment to God and immersion in the Torah
that he did not even realize that his face was shining. The Torah there-
fore says, "Moses did not even know that his face had become radiant
when God had spoken to him.” Moses was not aware of his face’s
radiance because ““God had spoken to him.”” Moses had immersed him-
self so deeply in the teachings that he was not aware of his own self.*!
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. When Aaron and all the Israelites saw that the skin of
Moses’ face was shining with a brilliant light, they were
afraid to come close to him.

One may raise a question here. Moses’ face became radiant when he
received the Tablets from God's Hands, as we discussed earlier. There-
fore why did his face become radiant with the second Tablets and not
with the first Tablets?

The second Tablets were given privately. God had commanded that
no man be on the mountain. The Israelites therefore could have claimed
that the Tablets did not come from God. God gave Moses a sign, making
his face radiant, so the people would then know for certain that Moses
had received these Tablets from God's Hands. The first Tablets,
however, did not need such a sign, since they were given publicly with
thunder and lightning.
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When Moses finished speaking with them, he placed a hood
over his face.

When Moses saw that the Israelites were terrified of him and were
afraid to approach him, he understood that his face was radiant. There-
fore, when he finished speaking to them and telling them what God had
commanded, he placed a hood or veil over his face.%

Moses did this out of respect for the Divine light shining on his face.
He did not want people to make common use of it, because it was some-
thing highly sacred.
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Whenever Moses came before God to speak with Him, he
would remove the hood until he was ready to leave. He
would then go out and speak to the Israelites, [telling them]
what he had been commanded.

It would not be considered respectful to speak to the King with a
mask on one’s face.

Besides this, Moses received more radiance from the Divine Pre-
sence.4?

From that day on, Moses’ custom was as follows: When he came to
speak with the Divine, he was without the hood for the reason we have
stated. Also, when he told the Israclites what God had commanded them
he would speak without the hood.** This was so the Israelites would
receive the spiritual benefit of that radiance when Moses taught them, so
that they would learn all the better.4

After Moses finished speaking to them he would place the hood back
on his face. He did not want the people to derive any enjoyment from the
Holy Light when they were involved in their own concerns.



34:35 W W AP 219 W TR 0D AL 170K NPT N
ARX 9377 IRITTIY MI9TOY mMoRaThy

The Israelites saw Moses’ face, that the skin of Moses’ face
was shining brilliantly. Moses would then replace the hood
over his face until he would [once again] speak with God.

Moses was on Mount Sinai three times and each time the radiance of
his face increased. This is why the name Moses appears in this verse
three times. It is thus literally written, “"The Israelites saw Moses” face,
that the skin of Moses’ face was glowing, and Moses placed the mask
over his face."s

The Torah also repeats, “The Israelites saw Moses” face.”” This
appears redundant, because the Torah said earlier, “"Aaron and all the
[sraelites saw that Moses’ face was radiant...” (34:30). But the Torah
teaches us that the Israelites now saw that the radiance had increased.

Moses retained this radiance until he died. It is thus written, “His
radiance did not diminish and his juices did not leave him" (Deuteron-
omy 34:7). This teaches that even when Moses was about to die, the
radiance that he had had during his lifetime was not diminished.*”

Some say that Moses covered his face because of his humility. He did
not want the people to see how great he was, that he was worthy of this
radiance on his face.

It is true that when he taught the people he took off the hood. He felt
that the people would assume that the radiance was a result of the Torah
that he was teaching. After he finished teaching he would replace the
hood.

The Torah therefore says earlier, "Moses did not know that the skin
of his face was radiant” (34:29). This seems redundant. However, one
may question why Moses did not cover his face as soon as he came down
from Mount Sinai. The Torah therefore tells us that Moses did not rea-
lize that his face was radiant. if he had known he would have covered it
immediately.

One may wonder how it was possible that Moses would not be aware
of this tremendous light illuminating his face. As we have said, Moses'’
face was 60,075 times as bright as the sun. However, the Torah says,
“The two Tablets of Testimony were in Moses’ hand when he came
down from the mountain.”” Moses thought that this light was the result
of the Tablets. However, after he saw that the people were afraid to come
close to him, he realized that the light had come from his face.#




Zera Kodesh (19" ¢, Galacia)
Naftali Tzvi Horowitz

We know that there is a kind of effulgence (divine light) surrounding every person, just
as in holiness we are radiant. And this is the reason we are bidden to keep the image of God
continually before our faces. For indeed, the seal of the Holy One is literally on our faces,
evoking the shape of Name of the Creator. This is what our sages meant when they spoke of a
great principle of the Torah. When we were worthy to stand at God’s chosen mountain and we
heard the voice issuing the letter aleph, we were fulfilled and the shape of the letter aleph was
revealed to us. As we read, “All the people saw the thunder.” In other words, they saw what
was heard. We saw the form of the letter aleph itself evoking the Name of God. And at that
moment, they saw and understood this was also the form of their faces! And this is the reason
that we read just after the theophany, “Be not afraid, for God has come only to test you and in
order that fear of God may be with you that you might not go astray.” When a person
continually keeps this idea that God is in the face of every other human being, then s/he will
not easily be inclined to go astray.

Maor V’Shemesh (18" C, Poland)
Kalanymos Kalman Halevi Epstein

I will explain it according to its simple meaning. It is known that God made humans
b’tzelem elohim (in God’s image). What is God’s image? This is what tzelem elohim means? It is
known that the names of the Holy One of Blessing are ehyeh, havaya and adonai. When a
person sanctifies himself- all of his 248 limbs and 365 members and walks in holiness always,
then these holy names of God will rest on his face. And this is the meaning of tzelem elohim-
the names of God.

And this is what is meant when it is said, “all the people saw shem hashem (the name)
of God calling unto you and they were in awe of you.” That is to say, so too here, they saw the
Name on your face and were in awe of you. And if it is true in this generation that | have seen
how pure the vision when people say they saw God on the face of a person, it is all the more
true for Moshe who purified himself above all others, that all of God’s names rested on his face.

MR 231 BAD AIMRY ANTVIA, SRRSO ST D 2D 9p Wby SINTN
P2 DY A7 0V DIR AR Y WW VBRY oby mr ap paRm AR WY 0T9R D9¥3
XY I A7 WY AWD 2V ORND N mag =5 xin oondR oI Y A3 0K
MBwR 93 Whn M2 Y AW 1A 991 YIB ik mesvm aeeax on A*apa MAVY 1P
73R %W 1MAR np Y3 0¥y DR WIPH DIRAWD
¥ AMW IR Ten AwTTP M 1T Ao
DAPR oy nn PR DWIPR MPw Mo
DY TIaN TMAY WUNT Won Www Jan
RIP1 "1 0w *> PIRA Y H0 RN MR N




