Moving Outside the Frame to understand Huth

Ruth 1:1
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And it came to pass in the days when the judges judged, that there was a famine
in the land.

= \What's unusual about this opening verse?

L e e B e T e e S R e e PR S

Judges, chapter 21. {the last)

MNow the men of Israel had sworn in Mizpah, saying: "There shall not any of us
give his daughter unto Benjamin to wife.' 2 And the people came to Beth-el, and
sat there till even before God, and lifted up their voices, and wept sore. 3 And
they said: 'O LORD, the God of Israel, why is this come to pass in Israel, that
there should be to-day one tribe lacking in Israel?' 4 And it came to pass on the
morrow that the people rose early, and built there an altar, and offered bumnt-
offerings and peace-offerings.

5 And the children of Israel said: 'Who is there among all the tribes of Israel that
came not up in the assembly unto the LORD?' For they had made a great oath
concerning him that came not up unto the LORD to Mizpah, saying: 'He shall
surely be put to death.' 6 And the children of Israel repented them for Benjamin
their brother, and said: 'There is one tribe cut off from Israel this day. 7 How shall
we do for wives for them that remain, seeing we have sworn by the LORD that
we will not give them of our daughters to wives?' 8 And they said: 'What one is
there of the tribes of Israel that came not up unto the LORD to Mizpah?' And,
behold, there came none to the camp from Jabesh-gilead to the assembly. 9 For
when the people were numbered, behold, there were none of the inhabitants of
Jabesh-gilead there. 10 And the congregation sent thither twelve thousand men
of the valiantest, and commanded them, saying: 'Go and smite the inhabitants of
Jabesh-gilead with the edge of the sword, with the women and the little
ones. 11 And this is the thing that ye shall do: ye shall utterly destroy every male,
and every woman that hath lain by man.'12 And they found among the
inhabitants of Jabesh-gilead four hundred young virgins, that had not known man
by lying with him; and they brought them unto the camp to Shiloh, which is in the
land of Canaan. 13 And the whole congregation sent and spoke to the children
of Benjamin that were in the rock of Rimmon, and proclaimed peace unto
them. 14 And Benjamin returmed at that time; and they gave them the women
whom they had saved alive of the women of Jabesh-gilead; and yet so they
sufficed them not. 15 And the people repented them for Benjamin, because that
the LORD had made a breach in the tribes of Israel. 16 Then the elders of the
congregation said: 'How shall we do for wives for them that remain, seeing the
women are destroyed out of Benjamin?' 17 And they said: 'They that are
escaped must be as an inheritance for Benjamin, that a tribe be not blotted out
from Israel. 18 Howbeit we may not give them wives of our daughters.’ For the




children of lIsrael had swom, saying: 'Cursed be he that giveth a wife to
Benjamin.' 19 And they said: '‘Behold, there is the feast of the LORD from year to
year in Shiloh, which is on the north of Beth-el, on the east side of the highway
that goeth up from Beth-el to Shechem, and on the south of Lebonah.' 20 And
they commanded the children of Benjamin, saying: 'Go and lie in wait in the
vineyards; 21 and see, and, behold, if the daughters of Shiloh come out to dance
in the dances, then come ye out of the vineyards, and catch you every man his
wife of the daughters of Shiloh, and go to the land of Benjamin. 22 And it shall
be, when their fathers or their brethren come to strive with us, that we will say
unto them: Grant them graciously unto us; because we took not for each man of
them his wife in battle; neither did ye give them unto them, that ye should now be
guilty.' 23 And the children of Benjamin did so, and took them wives, according
to their number, of them that danced, whom they carried off; and they went and
returned unto their inheritance, and built the cities, and dwelt in them. 24 And the
children of Israel departed thence at that time, every man to his tribe and to
his family, and they went out from thence every man to his inheritance.

25 In those days there was no king in Israel; every man did that which was
right in his own eyes.

* What kind of chaos is depicted here?
e What is the reason for this according to v. 257
+ How does Ruth solve the problem?
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Judges, chapter 1

And it came to pass after the death of Joshua, that the children of Israel
asked the LORD, saying: 'Who shall go up for us first against the
Canaanites, to fight against them?' 2 And LORD said: 'Judah shall go up;
behold, | have delivered the land into his hand.' 3 And Judah said unto
Simeon his brother: 'Come up with me into my lot, that we may fight against the
Canaanites; and | likewise will go with thee into thy lot.' So Simeon went with
him. 4 And Judah went up; and the LORD delivered the Canaanites and the
Perizzites into their hand; and they smote of them in Bezek ten thousand men.

[Verses 5-20 describe Judah's conguests against the various Canaanite tribes.]

21 And the children of Benjamin did not drive out the Jebusites that inhabited
Jerusalem: but the Jebusites dwelt with the children of Benjamin in Jerusalem,
unto this day.

27 And Manasseh did not drive out the inhabitants of Beth-shean and its towns,
nor of Taanach and its towns, nor the inhabitants of Dor and its towns, nor the
inhabitants of Ibleam and its towns, nor the inhabitants of Megiddo and its towns;



but the Canaanites were resolved to dwell in that land. 28 And it came to pass,
when lsrael was waxen strong, that they put the Canaanites to task-work, but did
in no wise drive them out. 29 And Ephraim drove not out the Canaanites that
dwelt in Gezer; but the Canaanites dwelt in Gezer among them. 30 Zebulun
drove not out the inhabitants of Kitron, nor the inhabitants of Nahalol; but the
Canaanites dwelt among them, and became tributary. 31 Asher drove not out
the inhabitants of Acco, nor the inhabitants of Zidon, nor of Ahlab, nor of Achzib,
nor of Helbah, nor of Aphik, nor of Rehob; 32 but the Asherites dwelt among the
Canaanites, the inhabitants of the land; for they did pot drive them
out. 33 Naphtali drove not out the inhabitants of Beth-shemesh, nor the
inhabitants of Beth-anath; but he dwelt among the Canaanites, the inhabitants of
the land; nevertheless the inhabitants of Beth-shemesh and of Beth-anath
became tributary unto them. 34 And the Amorites forced the children of Dan into
the hill-country; for they would not suffer them to come down to the valley.

» What's the role Judah is supposed to play?
« How do the other tribes deal with their mandate to destroy the
indigenous tribes?
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Baba Batra 15b

R. Yohanan further said: What is the import of the words, “And it came to pass in
the days of the judging of the judges?” (Ruth 1:1)

It was a generation which judged its judges. If the judge said to a man, 'Take the
splinter from between your teeth,' he would retort, Take the beam from between
your eyes.' If the judge said, "Your silver is dross,' he would retort, "Your liquor is

mixed with water.'

» How does Rabbi Yohanan indicate that the period of Judges is chaotic?
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Chaos of Judges derives from
1. Lack of strong leadership
2. Collapse of the religious order

3. Collapse of the social order




How does the Book of Ruth provide a tikkun (correction) for the chaatic and
tragic period of judges?

Themes to consider
i. Names

2. Hecognition of the Other
3. Kindness (Hesed)
4. Loyalty

5. Food



