The Crown of ...
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Owur Rabbis taught:

A. If a man and his father and his feacher were in captivity, be takes precedence over his teacher
and his teacher takes precedence over his father, while his mother takes precedence over all
of them.

B. A scholar takes precedence over a king of Israel, for if a scholar dies there is none 1o replace
him while if & king of lsrael dies, all lsrael are eligible for kingship.

C. A king takes precedence over a High Priest, for it is said, And the king said unto them; “Take
with vou the servants of your Lord™ ete.

D. A High Priest takes precedence over a prophet...

E. A High Priest anointed with the ancinting oil (akes precedence over one who is only
dedicated by the additional garments.

F. He who is dedicated by the additional garments takes precedence over an anointed High
Priest who has retired from office owing to & mishap.

G. Ananointed High Priest who has retired from office on account of a mishap takes precedence
over one who has retired on account of his blemish.

H. He who has retired on account of his blemish takes precedence over him who was anointed
for war purposes only.
. He who was anointed for war takes precedence over the Deputy High Priest.

1. The Deputy High Priest takes precedence over the amarkal. What 15 amarkal? — R. Hisda
replied: the general director.

K. The amarkal takes precedence over the Temple reasurer,

L. The Temple treasurer 1akes precedence over the chief of the watch,

M. The chief of the guard takes precedence over the chief of the men of the daily watch.
N. The chief of the daily watch takes precedence over an ordinary priest.
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A priest supersedes a Levite, a Levite supersedes an Israelite, an Israelite supersedes 8 mamzer, a
mamzer supersedes a Nalin [a descendant of a Gibonite]... When? When they are all equal, Put if

the mamzer is a Sage and the high priest is an ignoramus, the mamzer who is a sage supersedes
the high priest who 1s an ignoramus.
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Even a pentile who studies Torah is equal to the Kohen Gadol

R. Joseph Soloveitchik, “Who is fif to Lead the Jewish People”

Qur leader is not the king nor the warrior, but the Torah scholar whose authority is that of a
Rebbe over his disciples... The suihority of Moses derived from his teaching role and his
spiritual uniqueness, not his political stature.

The authority of the Messianic king will be primarily that of n teacher and this, not his political
role, will redeem the world. The ideal Messianic king will be a teacher-king, as Maimonides
soys: “And if a king will arise from the Davidic dynasty, studying Tornh, and occupying himself
with mitzvot like David his ancestor, and bend all Israel to follow him and fight the wars of the
Lord- him we may presume 1o be the Messiah
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Rabbi Shimon said: There are three crowns: the crown of Torah, the crown of priesthoed, and
the crown of kingship. And the crown of a good name 15 supenior to them all.

Samson Raphael Hirseh, ad. loe.

The crown of o good name excels the other three, first by virtue of the fact that it is within the
reach of all, without exceplion, and secondly, because all the others are without value unless they
are linked with the crown of a good name. Any of these three crowns can be truly "crowns™ only
if he who wear them is deserving also of the crown of a good name; such a person shines forth
both 1 a human being and as a Jew, distinguished in moral purity and devotion to'duty, and
particularly in the exemplary fulfillment of those duties and those opportunities to do good that
are connected with the station of honor and privilege he occupies. It may also be that "excels
them all® means that the "crown of a good name™ must be linked with them all.




