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The Torah refers to four children: One wise, one wicked, one simple and one who does not know
how to ask n question.

What does the wise child say? “What are the precepts, statutes and laws God commanded
youl™ You should tell him about the laws of Pesach, it is forbidden to conclude the
afikoman after the Passover offering.

What does the wicked child say? “What does this drudgery mean to you?" To you and not to
him. Since he excludes himself from the community, he has denied a basic principle of Judaism,
You should blunt his teeth by saying to him: "It is for the sake of thic that God did for me when |
left Egypt. For me and not for him. If he was there he would not have been redeemed.”

What does the simple child say? “What's this?" You should say to him “With a strong hand God
took me out of Egvpt, from the house of servitude,”

And the one who does not know how 10 ask, you start for him, 2s the Torah says: “And you
should tell your son on thit day, saying ‘1t is for the sake of this that God did for me when [ left
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Kedushat Levi, “Chaklvame mak e omer”™
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Maiza teaches us about the renewal of the world, that the world is a new creation, something
from nothing. And we find that chametz is something old, the opposite of matza which is
somothing new,

Isn’t it enough, therefore, that the mitevah of matza teaches renewal of the world each moment?
Since afterwards we eat chameiz, there i= fear that we will forget this thing and nullify this
Passover ingight... What then is the real need for the laws, precepts and statutes? To this, nnswer
him, “do not eat after the Pesach afikoman.”

Metivot Shalom (Noah Havim Berezovsky), 20th C, Israel
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This further hints in “this shall be for vour the first month™ that a Jew 13 commanded o
continually renew him/herself as a new creation ns it savs in the blessing for the moon, “1o the
moon God =aid, “renew vourself.” The first mitzvah that [srael was commanded, the first thing
God gmid 1o the Jewish people was, “first and foremost a Jew must repew him/ersell.” This is
why we count by the moon for she teaches about innovation/change and renewal. For the sun has
a great, powerful light but it 1s it never changes. For six thousand years it has always bumed with
the snme brightness but the moon always changes.

Shlomo Carlebach, “The Carlebach Haggadah™
The chacham is intellectiml, he needs to be taught. How about stopping being only intellectual?

How about tasting the afikoman, tasting the depths of life, feeling deep emotion and serving God
with it?

Habbi Shlomao Riskin, *The Passover Haggudah™

The wise child™s approach to life is intellectunl. He wants to understand and reason and you must
instruct him. However you must also teach him that Judsism is not merely an intellectual pursuit.
While he moy comprehend the laws cognilively, he should also remember the faste of the
matzah It is not enough oaly 1o study Judaism: one must practice it. And the jov of practicing
should be as a pleasant taste on the tongue remaining long after the sctual performuance of the
mitzvah.




