What is wisdom (hakhma)?
Some responses from the Tanakh and Rabbinic literature

Text 1: Genesis 41:33

Accordingly let Pharaoh find a man of

, . discernment and hakhma, and set him over
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"Text 2: Exodus 31: 1-6 (compare also 35:30-35)
trio of adjectives also appear in | Kings 7:14 and Proverbs 3:19-20
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1 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying:

2 'See, | have singled out by name
Bezalel the son of Uri, the son of Hur,
of the tribe of Judah.

3 | have endowed him with a
divine spirit, of hakhma, ability, and
knowledge, in every kind of craft:

& to make designs for work in gold,
and silver, and copper,

5 to cut stones for setting, and to
carve wood-- to work in every kind of
craft.

6 Moreover, | have assigned ta him
Oholiab, son of Ahisamach, of the
tribe of Dan; and | have also granted
hakhma to all who are hekham lev,
that they may make everything that |
have commanded you.'




Text 2b: Rashi on Text 2.
Hakhma—what a person learns from others
T'vunah—a wider understanding gained through intelligent application of
what he has learned (cf. to JPS translation—ability)
Da'at—the “holy spirit” (cf. to JPS translation—knowledge)

Text 3: | Kings 2:9

B "You must also deal with Shimei son of
Gera, the Benjamite from Bahurim, He
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my way Lo Mahanaim; but he came down
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e we - -1 ¥ 50 do not let him go unpunished, for you
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Text 4: Proverbs 10:8

8 = B He whose heart is hakham accepts
. ﬂﬁ’ 2 D;n commandments; but he whose speech is
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Text 5: Haggadah—The Wise Child (from a Baraita)
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The child who is hakham —what does he say! What are the terns and the
statutes and the laws with which the Lord our God has charged you? (Deut 6:20)
And so you should tell him as in the laws of Passover, "one may not partake of
the afikoman after the Passover meal.”




