Wisdom as Presence
Minneapolis lewish Artists Lub: Year of Wisdom
Rabbhi Debra Rappaport, Tune 14, 2016

Text 1:Mishnah Pirker Avor 1:17
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Rabbi Shimon ben Gamliel. said, “All my days | grew up amidst the sages
(chachanim, the wise) and 1 never [ound anything as beneficial for the body as
silence,

Text 2;: Mishnah FPrrker Avor 3:13
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Rabbi Akiva savs: What is the fence for wisdom? Silence,

Text 3: Talmud Berakor 5:1
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[One] should not stand up to pray unless s/he is in a serious frame of

mind. The original pious ones used to wait one hour and then pray. in
order to direct their hearts towards the Omnipresent. Even if the King

greets them, one should not respond to him, and even if a snake wraps
around one's heel. they should not stop/ interrupt.

(uestions for Reflection:
1. What is silence to you? Is it absence of sound? Absence of talking”? Or
presence of another sort?
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Typically, silence is in contrast (o words, pertaining to the mind. Why
does Shimon ben Gamliel say that silence is good for the body?

3. How might silence be connected o wisdom? Why is 1t described as a
fence for wisdom?

4. How might or might not silence be a gate-keeper to wisdom?

5. What is the role of silence in your artistic process?




Text 4: 1 Kings Chapter 19 N D271
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4 But he humselfl went a day’s journey into the
wildemmess, and came and sat down umder o
broom-tree: and he requested for himself that be
might die; and sgid: N s enough; now, O LORD,
take sway my life: for | am not better than my
fathers.'

5 And he lay down and stept under a broom-tree;
and, behold, an anpel wouched him, and said unio
him: “Arse and eat)’

6 And he [ooked, and, behold, there was at his
head a cake baked on the hol stones, and & cruse
if water, And he did eal and drnk, and laid him
down aguin.

7 And the angel of the LORD came agan the
second time, and touched him, and said: "Arise
and eat; because the journaey 15 too great for thee,'

8 And he arose, and did eat and drink, and went
in the strength of that meal forty diys and fory
nights unto Horeb the mouant of Geod.

9 And he came thither unto u cave, and lodged
there; and, behold, the word of the LORD came
1o liim, and He said unto lam: "What doest thou
here, Elijuh?

10 And he sawd: T have been very jealous for the
LORD, the God of hosty: for the children of
Israel have forsaken Thy covenant, thrown down
Thine altars, and slam Thy prophets with the
sword: and I, cven | only, am left; and they seck
my life, 1o ke it away,'

11 And He sald: 'Go forth, and stand upon the
mount before the LORD, And, behold, the
LORD passed by, and o great and strong wind
renl the mountaing, and broke in pigces the rocks
before the LORD: but the LORD was not in (he
wind; and alter the wind an eanthquake; but the
LORD was nol in the earthquake;

12 and after the earthquake a fire; but the LORD
wits ot in the fire; and after the fire a stll small
voice.




