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Tie Woknee, oF BeeaLeis "Taive iy Hine®

This enigmmtic shergy of the artist is the subject of an important com-

ik _:_. .T_._._H__.-_.___.

“And they came, sveryone whose beart ealted him -, | {35204) This

b wnled aboat thi wise ooes who lid the work, for we do oot find this
plmase. i, "the sxalatinn of the hear.” about these v brosght do-
siitlana. ruther, the expresnion, nader, “their hiun mowod thern,” bs used.
The readur fne wsing the expression “whose heart exalied him® is that they
sndeponk 10 do. e work, although thers was o one among them wha
ke lezrived thass erafis Trom a tieachier, o had tsitned bis hands in ity
way to do them. Farher, s person 'whe [t in his it that he know how
1o pricisen such skille, "Twhose] heart wis Ieed up in thie ways of God,"
(2 Che 56}, would come hetme Moses and saw | wall do all thay oy lord
dencaibes . 5o the texr says that there came before Moses Saveryone
whone Jisnpt sxalied hien® i umdirake the work, ind “ewhone whose
spirit mnoved him” brotight the offdnng, 28

Thowe whese hearis .__.uﬂmﬂn_u them or “booyed .nr.n:__ up. are those who
haive puiver beipeal i eealy, ot who keow that thetr lancds, entutored, can
cansummate the work. This sense of iespiration. ® of pnuccotntable -
ige, i the expenence of Bl the crufrmen. in Rambass reading. Gratu-
woudy they sense an ner sespene o Moses” words, 10 the mere hing of
narnies for skills thot they luve never practiced.

The worper of this ability'to “talie & hind” beeomes eontral o Ramban'’s
understanding ol the pemus of Bexlel:

"Soe, Phave called by name Bezalel, the san of Urd, the som of Hur . . °
{yiad Gl asiel to Moses, "See. | have called by name .. " sm Moses
siid 1y Isfacl "Sev, God han callod by naie . . " (35:30) The toner o
thiz s ket el i Egvpt kod beon eneshed under the work in mortar
and bk, apald bad sequeired no Laowledge of how 1o work with xilver
arif skl and the cofiing of precious stores; they liad reves sven wen
then, It wis thiss & wonlder that there was o be found iimoagst them
sk o grent. wiadheired i who know how to wisk with silver and
el wind b cunrerng of stones, and in enrving of wond, a erafovman; an
ambimideres, and & wver. For even among thoee wha sty from e
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pertn, your cannot fimd one whe b prshigiend o0al) thess craits. Al
even these wha mow them and ure shilled in practicimg them, noce
thurir hands are contimully o work in lme and mad, los the alility
1 do delivate jind fire an-work

Muorteover, Betabe] wos a great sage #nwisdom, m understimdng, sl b
krvawledpe, 1 understand the secret of the Misdikon and all ity fumish-
s, whty thiy were enmminded rind ot what chey histed, Thisrare, Cod
wridl to Moses that when he ssw this wonder he should know that ™ have
filled Yeim with the spitit of God.” to kniow all thesa thinjis i crder thm
he womdt) make the Mishkan . . The Rabbis sl snid; “Berale] Enew how
1 conshine the betters with which hesven uhd esth wete cocaned "1
Thy mennt by this that the Misiken afludes 10 thi strictre of heaven
and earth, and He knew and smderstood ity seeret 2

Hamban's analysis 1, H.rﬁh_.._.nmﬁ.mn-.—lqﬁ_ﬂh =3 el with il __.q—r_-...._*
the teacition. The Egyptian slavens the wark with morss and bncks, comti-
sutes a kind of “anti-anistic™ hackground; hoc only have they never wocked
with firie: matesisls they hive nover eves seerthem. [n ather words. {hey are
u ety even o sensorlly doprived sation. The wondar | lamban ropats
_rmﬂunn_ﬂn?.i__:__ﬁ__.ﬂ E#%ﬁﬁ_ genio Like Hn_whru_. therelone, s
pwolold: witheut training, e ls espete i all Gelds of crafismanihip: dd he
55 bletsid with “wisdom, understinding. snd knowledge,” w fithom the -
oterie meanings i God's instrogtions for budding o strectire that s Jey o
the mysterbos of hemven and earth.

Rezalel musters the tecknical und thi philosopilcal or impstical dimes:
shants of the argist’s wotke The wied "Sec!” expresses the prodigions nature of
zuch an inmitive and profound loewbedge: In langunge safbttied ....#r.:.:_f
inl reshdues, Hamban comveys thi primonhil, gritidtous energ that fils
such an e,

Clontrasted with this éenigmatic, polimerphouy energe are the con-
structed Torms of Egyptinn brickworl. Not enly do these comstitute o eul
rural background for the artist: in their eoaise, repetitiin ohjecevity, they
bnperi] thiat epark that s the wesder of Heaslel Indoed, we notice that 'in’_ |
the first part of Ramban's description, nojutives sbound: the people had not
bedrmed, hisd not sten wese not able. . Againy this beclgronnd, Rezalels
Eratintois gErTins amerge with = ﬂ._._m.___w_._._hn puniy th a deme, @t Rumbain
hunsell poes an to suggest, he comes straight from Eden, One can hanlly
hilp, howesier, sensing in this marvelogs berth o counterpin focthe (TR
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sotiation of Besulel with the Caolden Calf is strangely conBirmed: it s pot
only than thiy artir warks with fire; be too sppesy in the woeld unexpliined.
uraccountably patent, like the Calf.

Hamban ends by queting o elsshe Talmudie sceount ﬂm.ﬂﬂu“_aqu it
“He kinew how to contbine the letters with which hesven and carth were cre-
wmed " o combining the elements of the Mishkan, Bezalel is reiponding to
hints from the cosmos, Tnruitively, he grasps the “secret=" implicit in the work
wncl, fin Kuestler's verms, "hivoetites,” cotnbines matoces that were hitherto
thuenlulesd.

Hambsan's claim lor Bezalel, then, goes far beyond the depiction ol s
craftaman, To b Bexled i to be the artise whiy warks in fire: efectively, to
be 3 mystic, a world-maker. Indeed. the .n.n._q:..&m_,.. word for “combiming,”
ket waeries the nssociations of “warking-with-fiee,” “smith-work" Godlike,
Beralel crentes new wordds friom elemonts never before fused,

BEzas Ers I8 Tite Siatiow e Goan

This notios of the arist ts further played oot in the commentary of _._-nluu
amiek Pwvar. He questions 1he unusuil expresson for the antests chashmn
few. “the wise of heart, Into whose heart God has iven wisdom® (36:2). And
it defines the gifl 2s the SpOntEneons ____Eun__—unmﬁ. 15 in a child, of which s
leram will prove congenial The momment of imvpired tholee B an "exiliation
af the hesrs,” inrelation 1o & specific kind of work. Ha-smek Pavar describes
i sort of Montessort or Pestakeext educational enviconment, in whick the
ahitd freely ind truly chonses his dwn materkals

In this "romantic” reading. the commentutor places great faith in the
wivth of the informed heart. “The heart has its reasonn which reason canmiot
kirvow” {Pascall The courege to Lsten to the prompting of the heart §s the piit
ol Gl Fallwing this. nispired moment of chokoe, meny years of hard work
mav be requined 10 master the chosen cmft Unlike Ramban Fa-amek
Lravur dlos st appak ol & mirsciilous and nanianeous manttny tlye wipne
der s simply in the initis] eonfidence of chaice.

Howeser, underlving the mountic element in thobe readings of the
arttd aanrk and _.u.,__._______...m:.n i stmng tipreob b puoure thein B o classie
milcrich that mekes 2 still more stanfing claim:

“And Brzalel, the aom of Uin . . . made u=. that God had commanded
Mo (38 2] “All that Moses hed commindied him® & nil writlen
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nore, uk; a8l DhEr ....mﬂn. D, CNETTRENGEG WIEEES =—rwe T in meiilees .—.:.:_
bis st b net pold bim, Beralels opnim sos attined with what
Moses had beon told on Sinai 3% For Moses tobd Bessbnl to make the
furnishisigs first and the Mishkin sftervsrds bar Bexalel waid 1o kim,
“Suredy (i the way of the world Sese 1o bulld o houte and then 1o h_r.n."_
the howschold utensils in it™ Moses replied, "So, indeed. did | hoar from
the smaiith ol the Holy O, bleswed be He" Moses alyo s, *Beenlel.
youh it have Tieen in the slmdow of Gisl (e kselel], fop ashioluisly 1=
li] ‘Ciowl commmand me!” And Beealel did molie the Mishlas s and
theb he made the funihing. 4

The srthit’s intuition Bl the gip botween the vere "Berlel made ull
thiny God had comminded Moses™ and the unrealized “as Mosds Bad com=
mitnded him.” There are coses where Moses revised God's words and leza-
lel stmply ket God's will snd cansumamted it The play on Biezalel's name
("You must hove hien in the shadow of God _ . ") edpresses this urmediaed
knowledge thut bypasses (he deflections of the imessenget

In the shadow of God. Heralel becomes on Hnﬂ_un.nﬂ__.m for primang in-
splredd kiensledpe. Ove might even say that he most pirely [ulfills God'y :
peaject in croating the humas beig “Lat s male srwih i i |-zl
wigern] " {Gen 2260 To be ihe "inage of God” the tzilim, perhups in-
vokes @ "thadowing” ability (eeel)) @ subitle, self-effacing vermibility that can
____n_h up on lints, an mtimations that are almost noaexistent. In & context i)
which blatat lmsyey of God emeegn from Fire, the mblzash comtructy leea.
lel 55 the subtle knower of secrets, Alled with the spirit of God

The formulake _..mI#E.w. “Hi nun_h_..__ sl thiae God had commanded Muses,™
b, of course, tepeated many times, particularly i the contexs of the Fah-
faning of the priestly germests. In o daring passage, Ha-amek Davir sxploess
the implications of the midrsshic ronding,

“Aned Mowes saw sl the wiork amd behold, they haal dong o e Gosd had
caminanded Moses, 50 bad the Tsraelites done all the wirks and Mores
blessed then " (3043): Moses found it murvelous thae “they had dose it
a8 God hod comminded Moses,” Iecause his b ot had timne o tonch
thistn all the detaifed initructions as God had rsught him; and vet Bezalel,
mnﬁ____.__.___.. his peculiar geniis, bsd pehieved perfect accurey in s work.
“In' the shodow of God,” he had intuiped the precise forms af God's will 35

Ha-amek Davar cites another source 1o supsiest that “as God had com
mnnded Moses” relers 10 e origing] eommmel: “Let them mube Me g sanc-
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This enigmatic energy of the artist i the sulyesr of sn important com-
miept by Plimban

“And they cume, everyone whiss heset sxalted him . . " (y5=1) This
monnld shout the wise ones who did the work, for we 8o nist find this
phinse, s s, "the exaleation of the heart” sbout these whe hrowght do
mit o, tuther, the expreailon, renler, "thesr hoas meved tiem," i wsed,
The: reason Tue ising thee expression “whine heart exaleed him® & et they
undesgok 1o do the work, alihaugh there was no ane sirioeg thee who
hiael Jemmod thesn cralts from o tnackser, o bad traimed iy Bands i oy
way fdo them, Ruther, 3 persan whe folt in hie siture that be knew how
1 piracticn soch dall, “[whose] hear was Bfved up in the ways of God”
12 Chir 1716]; wiuld eome hefore Mones and sme T will do all tha ity lond
describen 50 the rexs saye thar there, came before Moses “sveryano
whigi: beart exalid Him”™ ro padariake the work and “everyono whose
spirtt moved bim® brouighe the offiring 2¢

Thase whose heans “exalted” them or “buayed them up” are those who
havie nover learmed a cralt; et who know that thesr hands, wrurored, can
commpmmate the wirk. This sense of inspirtion 2@ of dnscoountable cour
g b the experence of ol the craltsmen, n Rambans resding. Gratus
mouply, they sense an inncr responise 10 Moses' words. 1o the mere hint of
mamics for =idlls that _.."_"_n...__ e TEYET _u___H.nHm_um.m.

The smahier of this aliibisy 1o “talo & hing® hecomes coneral (o Ramban's
enderszanding of the gentus of Dezalel:

“See, | have called by name Besalal, the son ol Uri, the son of Hiur .
{zema) Coond wankef to0 Mskes, "Sew. | hove called by name . . " and Mo
sdide] 1) D], “Soe, Clod hus callic by name . " {35.3) The mssen [or
this |s that [sael m Epypt hod been erushed nder the work @0 mortar
il Try _uqr.r_ ] bt h__u_“__-.-_u_na_ o .__.._..D.__._._—n_._..muﬂ ol D __.__._w.__..nl_.... wiihy milyes
amit gold, ond the curting of precions stonzs; they had never even seen
theet, |t wak thue & winder that iliere wits 1o be fdlnd sinisngst them
wischi et weine-henried i vl Enew how v wark sl sibines and
podd, nnd i cutting of stones; and in carving of wooil, = eraftsmen, &n
ombrowderer, sl g wenver. Tor evon smong thowe- who study from es:
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peets, you casil el one wie b juofielent el these epalts Al
even thote who know them und are skilled in prcticmg tm, once
thetir hands dre cConttnoally ut wark b lire and mod, loue the abiliry
12 do dolicete and ine awork

Miineower, Texilil win & groat spe i siadom, i ondemstanding, sl in
knowledpe, ta tindsrstand the secres of the Mishkan s all its fumish-
gy, why thiy wore commanded ond o what thoy hinted Thetefers, Caod
said 1o Moses that when he szw this wonder he should know that 7| e
filledd i with tie spirit of God,® to know ol thess things m ofdes tha
e sl emaie chee Nlishvlcars . . The Rilbbis il said: *Bezaiel ke i
i combine the [eners with which heaven and esrth were crearest "1
They eneant by this thar the Mishlean alludas 1o the stniciere of hewven
and earth, and b _n.E______u._E undirstnat], E#nﬂrmm

Ramiban's analysis s, st base. histovical| Thisia o peophe with o ams- 1

tic tradition. The Egyptian shvery. the woelowith mortar and belcls. conary-
tutos a kind of "ant|<wttaric® r.nnrﬁ._nﬁ.& st E.._—w have 4_._.__.4. iveyer worknt
with fine materials, they huve nevereven. ..un_:_.nﬂ. In ethiess ..EE.E&E#
o culturally, wven o sensarlly deprived matlon. The wonder (Rsmban repeats
the word pelle— wonder") of 1 multifaceted genius Lke Bezalel, thestfore, 1o
iwoledd: without training, he s expert & all fields ol oraframanhip abd be
s Blessed with “wisdom, understanding, and knmwledpe.” to Fathim the -
oteric mesnings in Godh imtructions for bullding @ seructure thit i eyt
the mysteries of henven and earth:

Bezalel masters the technical and the EEEJ.EE_ ar Hﬁ.._.nLLEH:
s of the artist’s werk. The wind *Soel™ exprosses the prodigiois natire of

“stich dn intuitive and profoand knowledsge: tn langrige saturand with mys-

ticnl residues, Remban comeyy the primondial, granitous easrgy than filly
stch am anisk .
Contrasted with thi hu.._.mﬂ._u:.n. polymerphous energy e the con-
stevcted] Frome of Epvptian Leickwark, Not saly do thiese consditute o cul
neral backyround For the artists i 'their codtse, sepetitive- ehjectiity, they

sriper] that apark that i the wondorof Hemlel, Indeed, we notice thet m_ |

the frst part of Ramben's descriptinn, negiitives abosind: the people hid nor
Lesrmed, liad not seen, were oot ahle. - Agsinat this F._..E"._HEE d, Mezabel's
gratuitols genios emerges with o childlilee purity: in o deme. i Homban
himself goes: onto suggest. he comes stramght from Eden. One gan hadly
halp, heweser, senaing in this imarelows bt o codnterpart for the demenic
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