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Rabbi Chiyya bur Ami said in the name of Ulla: Smee the day the Temple was destroyed, the
Holy One of Blessing hus only one place in the world where God revenls God's presence: only
the four cubits of hal ik

“Authority and Dissent: A Discussion of Boundaries,” Rabbi Mare Angel, 1994
Within the boundaries of nommintive Judaism, dissent is respected and even encoumnged. But
beyond those boundsaries. dissent is not tolerated.

[tis clear, then, that there is room for dissent in criticism within the aggadic and halakhic
systents. This dissent and criticlsm must be based Gh greut reverence for our suges: on properly
-substantinted and argued positions; and commitment w the Divine origin of Torah, Dissent may
not g0 beyond the universully excepted principles of our faith. But within this boundury; freedom
of ingjuiry nnalysis and eriticism niust be respected nnd encournged.

Dewteropomy 4:1

Rashi

You shall not add arithing for example- For example, sdding a fifth text o vour tefiilin, o fifth
species 10 your lulav and etrog, o fitth fringe to vour titzt.

Hamban

You xhall mor aelel anypthing- See Rashi,,. But in my view, it extends bevond increasing or
decreasing numbers to inciude making up & brand-new commandment. ., For prophets are oo
longer nuthorized to Innovate. When the Sages “add" to the commandments by creating &

“fence” around the Torah, this in itself is the fulfillment of a Tomh commandment- though it is
very impaortant to distinguish between such milings und the setusl Tomah declared by the mouth of
the Almighty. '

Cigrsonides
An addition that preserves the intent of the Tomh, like the “fences” sdded by our Shiges, is

perfect]y fine.
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Moses received the Torah at Sinal and tranamitted it to Joshua, and Joshun to the elders and the

elders to the prophets and the prophets transmitted it to the Men of the Great Assembly. And the

Men of the Great Assembly said three muximy Be mensured in the legal process, rulse up many

stodents and make a fence for the Torah

Rahibi Irving Greenberg ad loc
To protect aguinst vielations of the Torah's boundaries; one shbuld cordon off a wider ares o

people will be stopped before they enter into the: forbidden zone,

The tnctle of preemptive or preventive fences recommended bere worked better in some
situations or generations than in others. In some cuses; fances pt‘t'."l'l..!ll.‘&d pesple from straving
from the straight and nurrow, In other cases, people felt constraint and inhibited, and some broke
mwiiy. So the extent of fence-building versus teaching the individual how to wilk a fine line and
the test hoandaries is an educationn! judgment to be made in every genemtion and dulmre and in
nimost every situation, The Men of the Grent Assembly felt that in their tine, the way of {ences
wirk better.

Avist d'Relbe Natern uad Toe.

A vineyard surroundad by a fence is 0ot like a vinevard without o fence. But no man ought to
rhitke the fence miore imporiant thin the thing fenced in. For then if the fence falls, b will wear
down everything.

| Macabees 2

= A large force of soldiers pursied them, caught ugp with thets, vet up camp oppoyite them, and prepared
1o gitnck them on the Sabhath, ™ There is still dme.”" they shooted out to the Jews, “Clome oot and obey
the King's cominand, and we will spare vaur lives.™

" We will not come out,” they angwered. “We will nol obey the king's commund, and we will
not profiane the Sabbath.”

*The soldiers nttacked them immediately, ™ but the Jews did nothing to resist; they did not even
throw stones or hlock the entrances to the caves where they were hiding. ” They said, “We will
all die with o clear constiende. Lot hetven and earth bear witness that vou are slnughtering us
unjustly.”

“So the enemy sttncked them on the Sabbath snd killed the men, their wives. their children, and
their livestook: A thousand people died.

*When Muteathias and his friends heard the news about this, they were greatly saddened *“and
sald 10 one another, “If nll of us do as these other Jews have done and refise to fight (o defend




our lives and our relighon, we will soon be wiped off the face of the earth. *! On that day they
decided that i anyone nttscked them o the Sabbath, they would defend themselves, wo that they
wolld not all die ns other Jews hod dicd in the caves,

The Jewish Way, Rabbi Irving Greenbery, p- 264

Unlike the Chasidim, who left everything to God, the Macciless drew upon the covernmntal
model in which humans were called wpon w action and 10 make judgmients about the
appropriateness of that setion,

A Living Covenant, Rabbi David Hartman, pp. 5-8, 34-36
Halakhie scholnrs who devote thelr life to the study of the tradition show the Judnic COTIEiLY
how it is to understand what God requires of [szael,.. Revelution finds its comtintiation in the -
rabhinie npplication of human wisdom..,

Tomh, therefore, should ot be undersiood 5 & complete, finished system. Bebief in the giving
of the Tornh at Sinai does not necessarily imply thit the full truth by already been given and that
our task is only 10 unfold what was already pregent in the fullness 6T the founding moment of
fevelntion. Sinai gave the community a direction, o arrow pointing woward o fiture filled with
many sarprises, Halakhalk, which literally means “walking," is like a road that has not been fully
paved snd completed. The Sinai moment of revelution. as medisted by the ongoing discussion in
the tradition, invites one ind all to sequire the competence 1o explore the termin und extend the
road. It does not require passive obedience and submission 10 the wisdom of the past,

The prophet-the paradigmatic madistor between God and hunan beinge- sppeals to direct
tevelution; he addresses the comutinity in the neme of God, ind his begitimaty is conditionul on
his ability 10 produge proof of his direct contuct with God (signs and mimeley being the signanure
und seal of God). The seribes and scholars who produce the Talmudic tradition guin authority by
virtue of the “law which they teach,” that i, intellectusl compeience 10 reason and anrue
copently ubout the Tuw, '

Aceording to mbbinic Judaism, revelation wis composed of liyers upan layers of meaning.
Talmud and Midrash ure expositions of the divine covenuntal word from within the limits of its
literal confinement. The rabhis and their descendants ignited such explosions of meaning by
subjecting the text t creative analvsis ard interpretation, With the developmient of the oral
trdition, Tsrael bocame a partner in the deyelopment of revelation; revelagion ceused being the
divine Word completely given at Sinaj ind became an open-ended Word oreatively elaborated by
countless generations of students
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Cipening Activity
o  Where'when (af ever) do you encounter Gixl?

Small Group Discussion

Adding Subiracting
I, Drses the prohibition of adding/subtructing have uny relevinee [or your work as an arfist?

Fencey
2, What is vour experience with fences around laws?
3. What fences have you estzblished in your arl work?
4, Do the fences in your art work constrin or profect?




